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TRURO — Armned with a petition of more than 200
signatures, locat real estate agent Deb Camnuso, backed by
area yeal esiate and construction professionals and prop-
erty owners, persuaded the board of health 1o reconsider
wo recenty revised regulations ata public hearing,

The growing discontent with the board first gained
ground over new regulaions that went o effect Oct
25 increasing the minimurm well and septic setback from
100 16 150 feet, Carmuso weni before the board of health
and ihe board of selectmen in the weeks leading up o
Tuesday’s meeting 1 bring awention 1o the ssue, She
brought her largest show of support with the petition as
well as the 25 or more in attendance at the most recent
board of health meeiing, Mauy who veiced opposition
to the increased setback regulation did so becanse they
don’t believe its based on any sdence,

Board of bealth chair Dianne Eib didn’t present any
evidentiary explanation for the board's dedsion, but she
dlidi note that 180 municipalities in the state have adopted
regulations that are more stringent thaun the state’s, Re-
garding well and sepuc seshacks, the state reguuires only o
100-foorsetback.

The other regulation thay drew criticism on the back
of the setback requiremnentis the new defintdon of 4 bed-
roora in Trure, which only allows for kichen, Hiving room
and dining room designuazions, naming all other voows
thay have "at jesst 70 squuare feet of floor area and a win-
dow” as bedrooms, according io board of health reguia-
tions. For esample, “any dwelling with seven rooras shall
be construed o huve at feast four bedroormns” with regard
to septic capacity, also according to the regulations, The
complaing here i3 that now many properties in town are
noncontoring and upen any fuare wansters, the sep-
tic systean will bave o be upgraded wo meet the new bed-
room count, even i those roorms were previowsly identi-
fiecl as offices, lofis, recreation rooms, et

Despite the board of health passing the new regula-
tions tast fall by a unanimeus decision, one member,
Lacy Brows, was outspoken in favor of those petitioning,
However, she also placed responsibifity on the shoulders
of the protesiors, In a prepared statement she gave at
the meeting, Brown, whe is also a locat real estate agent,
said she reached out 1o the public personally during te
L7 public meetings that transpived in the process of the
board of health changing the regulations. Shie said she
also made 30 copies of the new regulatons to distribute
t0 realtors, Sill, she sadd there was Hitde interesst wntdl the
regulations were passed and people began to see their
Impact.

“fowas disappointing w e personally that there were

s6 few people at our final public meedng,” Brown said,

Another shared complaint by many in atendance
is the perceived poor dissemination of informatiorn in
rown, All ave in agreement, including town official, tha
the board of the health did nothing Hlegal or "wrong”
m both process and authority in passing the new regalae
tioms. However, many say tat unless they read a cenain
newspaper on the right day, they s legal notices and
announcements of public hearings,

Board of seleconen chalr Fred Gaechier, who was in
atiendance, publicly acknowledged that the spread of
informaton tn Trave s a town-wide Issue that the select
mert are working 1o vesolve, Regan McCarthy, president
of the Trure Non-Resident Taxpavers Association, who
was also present, spoke for those who don't Hive inn town
yeurround and shaved their concermn for not being fully
current on town happentings. MoCarthy said the TNRTA
uses 1 website 10 Reep s members infonned, and
Gaechter suggesied the selecunen are exploring asimi-
Tar solution that could make the Truro website a hub of
information regarding town maiers.

Going inie the meeting, Selecunan Christopher
Lucy, who signed the petition, said it's a big deal w get
rthat wmany people in town to sign a petition, and tha:
he hoped the board of health would mke the matter w
heart. Based on it aeilons — deciding to schedule a pub-
lic hearing in atleast two weeks — it seetsts the board did
take the public grievinces seriously.




