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16 August 2007 
 
Dear Friends -- 
 
I regret the intrusion into what I hope is a delightful summer, but a matter worthy of TNRTA members' 
attention has arisen in Truro. A plan is underway to develop an important undeveloped bay dune site in 
Truro, a site that has considerable artistic, environmental and historical significance.  It is unique and 
irreplaceable.  Urgent action is needed this week. 
 
A community effort spearheaded by abutters, neighbors,  and concerned seasonal and year-round 
residents is underway to preserve the Hopper Landscape (defined as the view from the Hopper studio 
window) and has asked for TNRTA's assistance.  We agree that this matter deserves member attention 
now.   Already this matter has been the subject of an article in the Cape Cod Times of 8/14 and the 
Boston Globe on 8/15.  Links to these articles can be found here and on the TNRTA website:  
 
http://www.boston.com/news/local/massachusetts/articles/2007/08/15/mansion_may_obscure_what_hop
per_painted/ 
 
http://www.capecodonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070814/NEWS/708140310 
 
The Hopper Landscape is one of Truro's major historic, cultural, and environmental spots.  Hopper lived 
and worked here for over thirty summers and the house-studio has probably been painted and 
photographed by professionals and amateurs more than any other spot in Truro, with the possible 
exception of Highland Light.  The viewscape is now threatened.  A 9+ acres parcel immediately to the 
north of the Hopper studio window has recently changed hands.  It contains a 200 year old, beautifully 
renovated house on Stephens Way which the new owners intend to turn into a guesthouse.  They plan to 
build a new 6,500 sq. ft. residence, a detached garage, a large swimming pool and other "appurtenances" 
right on the crest of the dune in front of the Hopper studio window.  If this plan is fulfilled, the Hopper 
Landscape will be ruined forever.   
 
At this moment, the proposal is going through a state environmental review process because the property 
contains several rare species.  The species of greatest concern is a low heath plant called broom 
crowberry.  It has been determined that the proposed construction will constitute a "taking" of broom 
crowberry and mitigation possibilities are being considered by the state agency in charge which will 
issue a determination on August 24.  If the determination is favorable to the proponents, a building 
permit could be applied for and approved immediately after that. 
 
In the meantime,  concerned residents are circulating a petition (attached) asking the Board of 
Selectmen, other Town Boards, and the Building Inspector to act quickly--before any permits are issued 
by the Town -- to make a "Discretionary Referral" of the proposed construction to the Cape Cod 
Commission. 
 

Board of Directors:        
Regan McCarthy, President  Tom Bow  Neil Moynihan 
Richard Hersh, Vice President Mark Hammer  Andrew Smith 
Anthony Garrett, Past President Cathy Haynes  Dan Smith  
Frank Korahais, Secretary  Gwyn Korahais  Peter Sullivan 
Peter Weiler, Treasurer        



This petition is attached. It can also be downloaded from the TNRTA website  at ww.tnrta.org.  If you 
are interested in supporting this effort, PLEASE ACT QUICKLY by FAXING OR MAILING A 
SIGNED COPY OF THE DETACHABLE PORTION TO JULIE DUPREE, SECRETARY TO BoS,  
TRURO TOWN HALL, PO BOX 2030, TRURO, MA 02666  OR TO FAX NUMBER 508-349-5505. 
 
If you wish TNRTA to keep track of the number of responses, please ALSO send an email to 
tnrta@tnrta.org  with  the subject line:   Hopper Landscape Petition.   Note your name and Truro address, 
and whether you sent the petition or have other comments you wish to send to TNRTA.  Since TNRTA 
never releases member information, TNRTA will not forward or file your petition. TNRTA will only 
aggregate the total number of responses, so we know the level of member interest in this issue.  Of 
course, we will also follow-up on the issue with Town officials and concerned neighbors. 
 
I hope you are enjoying your summer.   Many thanks for your consideration, as always. 
 
 
Regards,   
Regan McCarthy, 
President, TNRTA 
 

 



FAX petition to Julie Dupree, Administrative Secretary,Truro Town Hall, (fax) 508-349-5505    
OR MAIL to:  Julie Dupree, Town of Truro,  PO Box 2030, Truro, MA 02666 

A PETITION for DISCRETIONARY REFERRAL TO THE CAPE COD COMMISSION 
 

To:  Truro Board of Selectman 
                  Truro Building Commissioner              Truro Board of Health 
                  Truro Planning Board                Truro Zoning Board of Appeals 
                  Truro Conservation Commission               Truro Historical Commission 
  

We the undersigned year round and seasonal residents are deeply concerned about a 
construction proposal that would have a profound and lasting impact on an environmentally, historically, 
and culturally significant part of Truro and the Cape:  the HOPPER LANDSCAPE.  The internationally 
acclaimed American painter, Edward Hopper, spent over 30 summers in Truro, during which time he 
created some of his most famous works.  A large retrospective exhibit of his works is currently at the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and subsequently moving to Washington, D.C. 
 
 Edward Hopper’s summer home-studio sits on the crest of a stretch of rolling coastal hills known 
as the Hogsback (see Hopper’s 1930 painting “Hills, South Truro” among others).  A unique feature of the 
Hopper House, now owned by the Schiffenhaus family and meticulously maintained by them, is a huge 
window facing north.  Hopper’s easel stood where he could gaze out and derive inspiration from Cape 
Cod Bay and a most remarkable expanse of undisturbed heath, perhaps the longest stretch of 
undeveloped heathland remaining on the bayside coast of Cape Cod—or even Massachusetts.   
 
 About 15 years ago, the community and the Truro Conservation Trust undertook the “Hopper 
Landscape Preservation Project,” an effort to protect this landscape from development and to preserve 
the unique ecosystem for posterity.  Three properties are now protected.  There is a conservation 
restriction on a 3.94 acre parcel to the north, and the Conservation Trust owns 6.2 acres to the north and 
6 acres to the east. 
 
 Suddenly the Hopper Landscape is  itself gravely endangered.  New owners of 9 1/3 acres 
immediately to the north of the Hopper House are planning to build a 6,500 square foot house, detached 
garage, a large swimming pool, and other “appurtenances” on the ridge in front of the Hopper studio 
window.  The property already has a recently renovated house and detached garage-shed with a guest 
apartment.  It is one of Truro’s oldest dwellings.  It was built shortly after 1800, by Andrew Collins Cobb, a 
member of one of Truro’s oldest  settler families. 
 
 The property lacks adequate frontage on Stephens Way, a sub-standard sand road only 8 foot 
wide in some places with no turnouts to allow safety vehicles to pass. Frontage of at least 150 feet is 
required in Truro for a new building permit.   
 

There are rare species (the eastern spadefoot toad, the eastern box turtle, the northern harrier, 
and broom crowberry) on the property and the construction proposal is currently undergoing an 
environmental review by the state’s Natural Habitat and Endangered Species Program.  We are 
concerned that a determination by NHESP on August 24, will quickly trigger the building permit process  
and lead to a swift and detrimental award of a building permit for construction on this pristine dune. 

 
************************************  DETACH  AND SEND TO TOWN HALL   ********************************** 
 
 The undersigned, dismayed by this rapidly developing threat to the Hopper Landscape, 
hereby petition you, our town officials and boards to act quickly--before any permits are issued by 
the Town of Truro--to make a “Discretionary Referral” of this development proposal to the Cape 
Cod Commission based on the extraordinary environmental, historical, and cultural significance 
of the Hopper Landscape.  PLEASE MAKE A DISCRETIONARY REFERRAL TO THE CAPE COD 
COMMISSION ASAP.  Thank you. 
 
Name/Truro Address     Signature   Date 

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 




